270                 The noble family of Boyle.          [Sept. 22.
They said it was owing to the great rains having made it damp. Such are the excuses by which the exaggeration of Highland narratives is palliated. There is a plentiful garden at Ulinish, (a great rarity in Sky,) and several trees; and near the house is a hill, which has an Erse name, signifying, ' the hill of strife' where, Mr. M'Queen informed us, justice was of old administered. It is like the mons placiti of Scone, or those hills which are called laws1, such as Kelly law, North Berwick law, and several others. It is singular that this spot should happen now to be the sheriff's residence.
We had a very cheerful evening, and Dr. Johnson talked a good deal on the subject of literature. Speaking of the noble family of Boyle, he said, that all the Lord Orrcrys, till the present, had been writers. The first wrote several plays'; the second3 was Bcntley's antagonist; the third* wrote the Life of Sivift, and several other things; his son Hamilton wrote some papers in the Ad-venturer and World. He told us, he was well acquainted with Swift's Lord Orrery. He said, he was a feeble-minded man ; that, on the publication of Dr. Delany's Remarks on his book, he was so much alarmed that he was afraid to read them. Dr. Johnson comforted him, by telling him they were both in the right; that Dclany had seen most of the good side of Swift—Lord
Boswell says, disturbed him. . . . There was no echo; such is the fidelity of report.' Piozzi Letters, i. 156.
1 'Law or low signifies a hill: ex.gr. Wardlaw, guard hill, Hounds-low, the dog's hill.' Blackie's Etymological Geography, p. 103.
1 Pepys often mentions them. At first he praises them highly, but of one of the later ones— Tryphon—he writes:—'The play, though admirable, yet no pleasure almost in it, because just the very same design, and words, and sense, and plot, as every one of his plays have, any one of which would be held admirable, whereas so many of the same design and fancy do but dull one another.' Pcpys's Diary, eel. 1851, v. 63.
3 The second and third earls are passed over by Johnson. It was the fourth earl who, as Charles Boyle, had been Bentley's antagonist. Of this controversy a full account is given in Lord Macaulay's Life of Atterbiiry.
* The fifth carl, John.   See ante, i. 214, and iii. 283.
Orrery high rock in front of the castle.' Loclchart's Scott, cd. 1839, iv. 303.
